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then in a petition of the German and Austrian bishops of the
same character, in January, 1870. The opposition was of two
sorts. The first, the Anti-iufallibihsts, rejected the dogma of in-
fallibility as in itself contrary to the traditions of the Church;
Dollinger described it as an " ecclasiastical revolution/' The
others, the majority it seems, admitted the dogma, but thought
the moment inopportune for promulgating it. They feared to
irritate the governments and increase the prejudice against the
Church produced by the Syllabus by giving the impression that
the Pope was aspiring to universal domination. These were
kno^vn as the Inopp,ortunists; they belonged to the Liberal Cath-
olic party.

The opposition complained of the rules imposed on the Coun-
cil; of the attitude "of the presiding cardinals, who, they said, kept
the opposition orators from speaking freely; of the acoustic de-
fects of the place of meeting (a part of a church); of the lack of
stenographic reports of the sessions; of articles sent out by jour-
nalists of the Infallibilist party (the French bishops drew up
against Veuillot, the Postulate, a pluribus Galharum episcopis;
the Pope sent to Veuillot a commendatory note). They re-
proached their opponents with hurrying the voting, and estimated
that the bishops of the minority represented in themselves a
greater number of Catholics than the majority, which was com-
posed chiefly of Italians (24,000,000 souls), of Orientals (1,000,-
ooo), and bishops without dioceses. The Pope complained that
the secrecy of the deliberations had been violated; that the " Let-
ters from the Council," in the Augsburg Gazette in January, 1870,
revealed to the public discussions which should have remained
secret. He was offended that they had presumed to oppose tra-
dition to him. " I myself am tradition," he said. The public re-
garded the struggle as a conflict between the Pope, directed by
the absolutist Jesuits, and the liberal or national bishops. Even
to-day it is hardly possible to establish historically what place
this rivalry held in the divisions of the Council.

The Council had to deliberate on various subjects, divided
among 4 deputations, committees on faith, discipline, religious
orders, and Oriental rites. The main point was the definition of
the articles of faith. A complete scheme had been drawn up in
condemnation of errors, conformably to the Syllabus, but the
dogma of infallibility was not" included in the scheme. Those
who advocated the promulgation of infallibility addressed a
petition tp the Pope signed by 400 members, begging him to
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